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Curriculum & skills
•By the time children come to us at Bushfield, the 

majority have completed their phonics learning, 
which should equip them with the skills to be able 
to decode the words on the page. 

•The main focus of the KS2 programme of study is six 
core reading skills:

1) Vocabulary

2) Infer

3) Predict

4) Explain

5) Retrieve

6) Summarise



Guided Reading

Four 30 minutes sessions per week

Children are heard reading 
aloud by the teacher.

Children listen to their peers 
and teacher read aloud.

Guided – discussion of text, 
vocabulary, setting, character 
etc.

One reading skill is the focus 
of the lesson. Children 
complete an activity based on 
one viper skill following 
modelling from the teacher. 

A range of different texts, including fiction 
and non-fiction, is read throughout the year. 





Sample question:

Skill being assessed:

To be able to retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction 

and non-fiction

Award 1 mark for: (After a) few hundred yards.



Sample question:

Skill being assessed:

To be able to make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with 

evidence from the text

Award 1 mark for reference to either acceptable point:

1. it is referred to as ‘the unknown’

2. they entered cautiously.



Sample question:

Skill being assessed:

To be able to give / explain the meaning of words in 

context

Award 1 mark for the correct option ticked.



Sample question:

Skill being assessed:

Award 1 mark for all four correct.

To be able to summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph.



Sample question:

Skill being assessed:

To be able to make inferences from the 
text / explain and justify inferences 
with evidence from the text.

Award 3 marks for a response that identifies one acceptable point for 

inoffensive and one acceptable point for brutes, both with evidence, e.g.

• it explains that the iguanodons were harmless because it says they eat foliage 
which means they are vegetarians. It also says ‘I do not know how long we have stared 
at this spectacle’ which means they hadn’t tried to hurt them or kill them when most 
dinosaurs would have tried to kill them for food. They were like brutes because they 
were so strong and pulled out trees without any effort.



Sample question:

Skill being assessed:

Award 2 marks for an acceptable 

point supported by text-based 

evidence.

Award 1 mark for either an 

acceptable point or a relevant piece 

of text-based evidence.

To be able to predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 



Class Novel

In addition to reading lessons, 
children read a class novel together 
and this is read to them by their 
teacher. 

We follow a reading spine – a 
selection of books that each year 
group chooses from. You can find the 
title of these books on our website 
(along with other recommended 
texts). 



Reading books

• Each child is allocated a reading 
band colour

• Children are responsible for 
changing their own books (before 
school or at the end of the day).

• Children can also take books home 
from the library

• We also have a selection of books 
linked to our topics to inspire 
children to read more widely

• We also introduce children to a 
new and familiar authors with our 
author of the half term displays –
copies of the books are in each 
year group library.



Reading 
Tree

We actively promote reading in school and to 

encourage them to read more, we run a 

competition each year. 

After reading a book, they complete a book review 

which we put into a raffle for them to win an 

Amazon kindle at the end of the year. 



How can you 
help your 
child?

• Encourage your child to read 
regularly

• Read with your child 

• Read aloud to your child so 
that they can listen to you read

• Ask questions before, during 
and after reading (see our 
website for a list of questions)



Log Book

• Reading 5 times a week at home to an 
adult 

• We recommend 10-20 minutes daily

• Adult at home needs to sign the log

• Children that read 5 times a week will 
be awarded a merit



Log Books



Reading statistics

A pupil who reads for 20 minutes per day 
will be exposed to 1.8 million words per 
year and is more likely to be the top 10% 
of readers. 

A pupil who reads for 5 minutes a day will 
be exposed to 282,000 words per year 
and is likely to be in the top 50% of 
readers. 

A pupil who reads for 1 minute per day 
will be exposed to 8,000 words per year 
and is likely to be in the lowest 10% of 
readers. 



Questions you 
could ask when 

hearing your 
child read 

Checking that children have understood what they have read is important. 

There are a range of different types of questions you can ask. 

Look at our website for a list of questions linked to VIPERS skills that you can ask 

your child before, during and after they read.



What to do if you 
are worried 
about your 

child’s reading

We know that for some children reading is 

more of a challenge. We recognise the 

importance of securing reading skills, for 

further education success and in life, and are 

committed to achieving the best for all pupils.

We use a multitude of different strategies and 

resources to support children in school but if 

you are worried about your child’s progress, 

please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s 

teacher. 



Thank you for your support


